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It’s another school year for Lucinda Hene (Spectra). Her middle school, Nikola Tesla Junior High is 
in ruins after the villainous swim coach Henri Toueaux (H20) destroyed the gym and aquatic center 
during the swim meet championship in Issue #5. While the school is being renovated, Lucy, Kas, 
Ruby and Gordy have been scattered between three different schools as they wait for their school 
to be rebuilt. This is where the story begins...

The noise doesn’t wake her. However, 
the loud sound does awaken Lucy’s 
pet iguana, “Jiggles”.

OK, YOU SILLY 
LIZARD, I’M UP.

* Translated from “lizard” language

It’s 5:50 a.m. at the Hene household and you can 
hear the blaring sound of Lucy’s alarm clock app!

LUCINDA!
I HEAR YOU 
up THERE. GET DOWN 

HERE, IT’S 
TIME TO GO!

Written BY REBECCA THOMPSON, PH.D.

Illustrated by KERRY G. JOHNSON 
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MOM, GIMME FIVE 
MINUTES, I JUST 

GOT OUT OF 
THE SHOWER!

HERE I AM! 
DO YOU LIKE 

THIS BLOUSE?

I know, I know! 
I’m DOING THE BEST 

THAT I CAN! IT DIDN’T 
HELP THAT YOU 
WOKE UP LATE.

Don’t forget I have swim practice tonight. 
I’m glad they let me swim on their team, 

even though my FORMER coach 
tried to DESTROY them.

Yes, that is very nice 
of them. Now, chew 

faster! We’re almost 
TO THE repair shop. 

ANYWAY, YOUR FATHER 
PICKED UP GORDY earlier. 

We’ll meet THEM at the 
car repair shop. I have 
to drop off the van to 

get THE brakes fixed.

YOUR DAD will drive 
you both to school. 

This was so much 
easier when you 

went to the 
same school!  

Now you AND YOUR 
FRIENDS are all 
over the place!

Lucy quickly gets dressed 
and heads to the kitchen. DEAR, YOU LOOK 

FINE. NOW GRAB 
YOUR BREAKFAST 

AND LET’s GO.

AND LUCINDA, 
LEAVE JIGGLES 
AT HOME TODAY.

 ... AND 
we STILL 

have to pick 
up Gordy.

Remember, 
I NOW go to Edison 

Middle School ... 



GOOD MORNING,
HOW MAY I 
help you? 

I GUESS I’M here now 
instead of therE 

because she looked at me.
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I AM 
the owner, 

PaulI 
Black.

Hello, Mr. Black. 
Is THAT YOU 
BACK THERE?

WHO IS THAT? 
I THINK SHE SAW ME.

I’m LOOKING FOR
THE OWNER, MR. BlaCK.

WHILE I’m DRIVING, 
it seems like my brakes 
on my VAN NEED REPAIR.

Oh, Hello! SORRY
FOR THAT CONFUSION. 

IT’s GREAT to meet you.
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THAT’S NICE. 
May I please HAVE 

MY WRENCH? I must 
get started on your 

mother’s minivan.
THANK YOU!

The Quantum Mechanic takes the van keys from Dr. 
Hene then slowly fades when Dr. Hene isn’t looking.

GREAT, HERE 
ARE MY KEYS.

HHmm... NICE
WRENCH.

DO YOU have 
time to 

CHECK MY 
BRAKES 
today?

Certainly, I will 
call you when the 

work has been 
completed.

HHmm, wow, not sure where she went. 
She seems to come and go rather quickly. 
NOW WHERE DID LUCY GO? AND SHE BETTER 

ANSWER MY TEXT MESSAGE.

Elsewhere in the shop, Lucy doesn’t reply to her mother’s text message. 
While looking for the restroom, she takes the wrong door and ends up in the garage.

Lucy notices 
a shadowy 
figure in the 
corner .

She’s not alone.

There you are. 
Hi, I’m Lucy, I was 

JUST admiring your 
wrench. I LIKE TOOLS!
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COACH, I HAVE SOME 
WATER IN MY EARS.

I’m GONNA SHAKE IT OUT.

HEY, WHAT’S UP 
WITH THAT? 
WHY IS MOm

HERE SO EARLY.

After being directed back to the front, Lucy
sees that her dad and Gordy have arrived. They head to school.

Later that day at swim practice at 
the Thomas A. Edison Natatorium

As Lucy heads to 
the locker room, 
she glances out 
towards the parking 
lot. She thinks she 
sees her mother’s 
minivan.

WELL, THAT 
MECHANIC IS WEIRD. 
I HOPE OUR MINIVAN 

will be OK.

Ok, one more hard set! 
WE still have 30 minutes 
of practice to toughen 

you GUYS up!

TO EDISON 
AND BEYOND!

LUCY, C’MON, 
WE’RE WAITING FOR YOU. 
MY ELECTRIC CAR IS ALL 
CHARGED UP; LET’s GO! 

SINCE YOUR MOM’S 
VAN IS IN THE SHOP, 

SHE GETS TO 
DRIVE MY CAR.

THANK YOU 
FOR THE RIDE 
HENE FAMILy. 

GUYS, I’LL BE 
HOME AFTER 

SWIM PRACTICE. 

HaVE A 
NICE DAY!

I’ll BE 
RIGHT BACK.
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Sorry coach, my mom’s car 
is out there and she’s never 

early unless there’S aN  
EMERGENCY. I’m worried.

No, THAT 
WASN’T ME. 
BUT for a 

brief moment,
SOMETHING 

WEIRD DID HAPPEN. 
WHILE I was 

driving, I thought 
I saw your gym. 

THEN I REALIZED 
IT was just a 

BIG semi-TRUCK. 
It was STRANGE

PERHAPS I was 
DAYDREAMING 
AND thinking 
ABOUT work; 

MY mind was all 
over the place. 

I’ll BE THERE Soon.

Nope. Well, maybe? 
If I believed in 

ghosts, I would
 SaY I saw a 

“ghost” 
minivan.  

Lucy, where 
are you going? 
I THOUGHT YOU 
WERE COMING

RIGHT BACK. 
PRACTICE ISN’t 

OVER yet. 

THE VAN IS 
GONE. WHERE 
DID SHE GO?

HEY KID! Did you see 
a WHITE minivan 

PARKED RIGHT here?

???

mom, It’S ME! 
WERE YOU PARKED 
IN THE LOT NEXT 

TO THE POOL DURING 
PRACTICE? I thought 

I saw you THERE.

Um, thanks ...  
I GUESS That 
clears it up.

Huh, SOMETHING’s 
ODD. First a ghost 
image of Ms. Black 
and now a ghost 
image of the van. 

HHmm ... 
I’m going to have 
to try and find 
this mechanic. 



This is kind of strange. 
something doesn’t feel right 

even though THE MECHANIC 
said she fixed THE van!

The van instantly slows down to 35 mph.  
Everyone lurches forward then slams 
back into their seat belts!
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After picking up Lucy, they go get Ruby. The girls are having 
a sleepover at the Hene house. As they drive home, the van 
starts to do some interesting things.

Dr. Hene slams 
on the brakes!

... and out of control!

Dr. Hene steps on the gas pedal. The 
vehicle instantly jumps from 35 mph to 
65 mph; there’s no intermediate speed. 
Everyone is thrown backwards ...

GIRLS, 
GRAB HOLD OF 
SOMETHING! 
I have to 
slow US 
down! 

I hope the brakes 
really work. 
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Suddenly, they all end up 
back home. They don’t 
know how they got there.

As they ride toward the 
garage, they run into ... KAS!

LUCY LooK 
OVER THERE.

Hey Ruby! hey Lucy! 
SLOW DoWN! wHERE are you 

two GOING? WHERever it is, 
I HOPE IT’LL BE FUN!

Awesome! 
I “love“ that this 
is jUST ANOTHER 
normal Friday!

We’re going to INVESTIGATE 
the odd mechanic that seems 
to be in two places at once. 
SHE also fixed MY MOTHER’s 
minivan THAT almost killED 

us. So, YOU know, 
“normal” Friday STUFF. 

Meet @Black 
Body Repair 
on Maple St.; 
Evil Mechanic 
on the loose! 

Woot! I’ll be
there!  - Gman

The adventurous trio 
head to the garage. 

Ok, that was 
weird And 

ouch!

RUBY, HOW 
ABOUT YOU?

OTHER THAN
PIZZA ON MY
NEW PANTS, 
I’m ALRIGHT!   

You weren’t daydreaming. 
We DID just suddenly gEt 

TO MY HOUSE. And yeah, 
I’m sure that this van 

isN’t the only thing 
“not right” 

about this town. 
The killer swim coach 
and A girl with laser 
powers are perfectly 

normal. We should 
check OUT this 

mechanic person. 

We went from 35 mph to 65 mph 
and back again. I don’t remember 
us going like, 45 mph. One or the 
other, That can’t be 
right. I know THAT 
I daydream a lot, 
but I don’t think 
I was daydreaming 
during the entire 
second half of 
thAT trip.  I JUST 
DON’t REMEMBER IT!

 I’M so in! 
LET ME SEND A 
TEXT TO GORDY.
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Well don’t be WORRIED. 
I can turn into a laser!

Not much, 
just what I’ve 

overhearD my parents 
talking about. They’re 

laser scientists. 
I Occasionally DO pay 

attention DURINg 
dinner conversation. 

Ms. Black,  
Are you here?

Please come 
talk to ME.

my mom’s 
minivan has 
been doing 

some unusual 
things since 

you “fixed” it.

Again, I am sorry for 
your troubles, but 
it’s not mY FAULT.

Alright, you 
guys stay here. 
I’m going to try 
and find her. 
Maybe she 
can clear 
this up.

and that’s 
just as weird 
as
accidentally 
making 
disappearing 
minivans. 
So spill it! 
what 
happened? 
What can 
this amazing 
minivan do?

are you worried we won’t 
believe you if you tell the 
truth, because its weird? 

So what 
exactly is going 

on here?

Pauli Black 
appears!

As they reach the garage, 
Gordy is there waiting 
for them.

OK, WHAT’s OUR 
NEXT MOVE?

I am very sorry for 
your mother’s problems. 
I doN’t think I caN help. 

Her brAKES WERE PROPERLY 
REPAIRED.

AND I’m no strangER 
to weird powers!

Look, I know you must’VE done 
something! The van is doing things 
no van should DO. It only has a few 
speeds, it can be in two places at 

once and it’s moving from one place 
to another almost instantaneously!.

YES. 

It seems that the 
vehicles I fix develop 

special characteristics. 
What do you know of 

“quantum mechanics?”

Ruby and Lucy 
give Gordy a 
brief summary 
about the odd 
behavior of the 
minivan.



Then you know that in quantum mechanics 
PART OF A  particle can be in one place and part in 
another at the same time. HOWEVER, if you look at 
PART OF IT, it all goes to one place or another ...

Right, got it! The Minivan did 
all that. It almost killed us 
and its probably appearing 
randomly around the world 
going exactly 65 mph. Short 
answer, its not in the 
garage and its dangerous. 
Now let’s move on to how 
to stop it.

That is a bit 
MORE complicated. 

Lasers can slow them 
down and trap them. 
Perhaps your LASER 

powers can save your 
MOTHER’S van?

... And that they have different energy levels, 

they can either be at one energy or another, 

But never in between. Also, they can seemingly 

move from one place to 

another through 

walls And it seems 

that the cars I 

fix sometimes 

END up with 

these abilities.

I possess these 

abilities as well. 

I Sometimes call myself 

the Quantum 

Mechanic.
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Great, A potential well! 
I can do that. Ms. Black, 
how much control do you 
have over your quantum 

mechanical powers?

I HAVE Some 
CONTROL AND 

I’m quite good 
at being in two 
places at once.

Yes, but I would like to 
be able to go to school 
tomorrow and not be
stuck keeping the 
          minivan in check.

Next plan!

This is a space that 
has so much energy on either 
side that the particle can’t 

leave through the wall.

I believe that 
quantum mechanical 

particles, such as your 
minivan, can be trapped in 
what is called an infinite 

potential well. 



MS. BLACK 
iS really the 

Quantum Mechanic! 
she accidentally 
gave your minivan 

some quantum 
powers. 

AND BY THE WAY, 
IT Turns out I have 

laser powers. 
SO I’m going to try 

and catch the 
MINIVAN in a trap 
like you and dad 

DO with your lasers 
in your lab.

You know all 
about laser 
atom traps?!!

HANG On 
RUBY!
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Back at the Hene house, 
Lucy and Ruby search for 
the keys to the minivan.

GOT THEM; 
HERE ARE 
THE KEYS!

GIRLS, What exactly are you two 
doing and why do you HAVE 

MY MINIVAN keys?

Strange report from East Canton, Ohio. 
A ghost of a minivan appeared in the middle 

of a crowded shopping mall; shoppers baffled.” 

Mom, I’m so sorry.  
 BUT I lost the 

MINIVAN.

Lucy, you can’t 
EVEN drive. 

What on earth 
IS happening!?!

SO THAT’S IT MOM. NOW YOU 
KNOW EVERYTHING! EXCUSE US, 

RUBY AND I HAVE TO GO!
YOUR MINIVAN 

HAS been sighted in Ohio 
and I have no idea where 

it will BE ANY minute. 
I have to go, now!

WOW! At least we 
know where the van is LOCATED, 
half in the garage, half in OHIO. 

DID LUCY SAY SHE 
HAS laser powers? 
THAT just doesn’t 

make any sense!

MOM, WE’VE 
GOT TO GO! LEt’s 

TALK LATER!

Yes, I can hear you and dad 

talk through my wall. It was 

kind of interesting.
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Soon afterwards, Spectra and Ruby 
reconnects with the guys and the 
Quantum Mechanic.

* www.english-heritage.org.uk/daysout/properties/stonehenge/

Ok, IS EVERYONE 
READY for this?

 DID You GET the shiny 
chrome bumpers?

HhmMM ... Interesting 
IDEA. ALL I wear NOW 
ARE these Coveralls. 
Yet, they DO suit me 
WELL, But possibly 
     I’m missing 
       something. 

Ms. Black, take the keys, 
go to the garage, get half 
of yourSELF in that half of 
the minivan and OTHER HALF 

in the van in OHIO.  

UHh, THIS IS my 
“Spectra” outfit.

I have super powers 
and I didn’t want 
anyone to know MY 
SECRET IDENTITY.

Now that YOU’re 
done questioning 

my fashion choices, 
here’s the plan:

The van is in 
East Canton, 

OHIO or at 
least some 

of it is THERE. 
THAT AREA HAS 
a “potential 
well” on the 
top of the 
hill south 
of town.

I mean, it’S a well 
that hasn’t been built 
yet. Kind of a hole in 

the ground.

but potentially 
one day it might be
 a well, Infinitely 

in the future. 

Ruby, after Ms. Black 
is in the van, look at it and hope 
it ALL ends up all in my garage.

Ms. Black, do your best to 
hold the minivan together 
and drive up to the hill. 

And they are flat 
like mirrors, RIGHT?

If light is just the 
right color, the waves 

from that light can 
affect the atom, 

or van!

In my parents lab, 
they trap atoms with 

laser beams. Let’s 
hope we can trap THE 
van with MY POWERS!

Sweet! We have 
something to do! 

C’MON GORDY, 
let’s GET TO IT! 

Gordy and Kas, take 
these bumpers and go up 

to the hill. set them 
up in a Circle like

STONEHENGE* in THE U.K. 
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The bumpers are all set 
up. Spectra is waiting to 
be a laser and trap her 
mother’s minivan.

The minivan drives up into the 
middle of the ring of bumpers. 

She traps the van!

In her green laser form, Spectra bounces around, off, and on the 
bumpers, always going through the middle and hitting the minivan.

Everyone works hard to follow Spectra’s 
instructions. After completing the tasks, the 
friends meet on the hill. They are waiting for 
the Quantum Mechanic to drive up the hill.

If the atom tries to get away, 
the light waves push it back 

to the center. It gets trapped. 
When Ms. Black drives the van up 

the hill, I’ll use the bumpers 
as mirrors, reflect around and 

hopefully trap the minivan 
the same way my parents 

trap atoms. 

LUCY, I MEAN 
“SPECTRA”, THIS 
PLAN seems very 

COMPLICATED

And I doN’t 
BELIEVE that THIS 

Is the right type of 
“potential well.”

Once I trap it, Ms. Black, 
you need to get out of the van, 
and then all FOUR of you need 
to move the mirrors in sync,

WHILE the van 
I’ve trapped us over 
the “potential well”.

I have no idea 
IF this type of infinitely po-

tential well will work, I only 
hope that quantum minivans 

can be trapped 
by bad puns! Let’s go  

 GUYS, 
GET READY, 
Here SHE 
comes!

When the MINIvan is trapped, 
you know how to move, right? 

I have to concentrate to 
MAINTAIN the right HUE of
GREEN to trap the minivan!

Let’s hope 
this works! Ruby, 

when I’m a GrEEN laser, 
you’re in charge!



The all pick up 
the bumpers and 

move them so that 
the middle of the 
ring is now right 

over the hole in the 
ground that is the 

“potential well.”  

But if there’s ever an 

episode of THE TV SHOW 

“Ghost Hunters” 

about a 

        minivan scaring 

           PEOPLE, I’m going 

        to blame MOM’s 

MINIvan. 

I DON’T believe 

that the van will 

be returning!

Let’s hope NOT! 
YOU know you 

can’t do 
THIS again, right?  

It’s not safe!

That sounds awesome! 
We can figure out what they heck 
we’re doing and maybe even how 

this happened to us. 
But BEFORE that time ... 

... PLEASE, let your assistant 
REPAIR the cars UNTIL you 

FIGURE this out, OK? 

We’re there!  

Drop it!!! 

OH NO! I JUST 
REMEMBERED I
LEFT mom in the 
KITCHEN looking 
SHOCKED after 
I told her I had laser POWERS! 
And now her minivan is IN a hole. 
This will not be a fun DINNER 
CONVERSATION. I guess I should 
GO back and try and EXPLAIN this 
ALL to my PARENTS, If I can. 

CAUTION
Well to be built 

3/14/__ __ __ __?
(Potentially)
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Yes, I know! 
perhaps we could work 
together to learn how 

to use our powers.

 Both laser  powers and 
quantum mechanical 

powers can work closely 
together. PERHAPS in 
thE FUTURE WE  MIGHT 

“team up” so to SPeak?

Everyone closely watches as the minivan 
drops into the site of the “well”. 

You’ll be ok. I’ll 
do what I can to 
help And you’re
WELCOME at my 
house for 
dinner 
anytime. 

Thanks, Kas. 
I’ve REALLY 
MISSED going 
to school 
with you.

THE END?

WOOHOO!!!

Me too, Let’s go 

home and deal with 

this TOGETHER.

Three cheers for bad 
puns and a pretty 

awesome laser girl!
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